Handicapping the MVP and Cy Young races
By Jonah Keri

With just one month to play in the 2007 BRASSWorld season, it’s time to handicap the races for the two biggest individual awards. We’ll take a look at the leading candidates for the AL and NL MVP and for AL (Walter Johnson) and NL (Christy Mathewson) Cy Young. For MVP, the top 5 candidates will be listed. For Cy Young, it’ll be the top 3.
Here’s how they’re ranked, going by reverse order, with one month still to play:

AL MVP

5. Garrett Atkins (WAU): A bright spot on an otherwise struggling Waukesha squad, Atkins is hitting .312/.392/.520 in a moderate pitcher’s park.
4. Lance Berkman (WIL): A switch-hitter who’s much better from the left side, Berkman has benefited from the biggest lefty-favorable splits of any BRASSWorld park; a 50-homer, 120-RBI season is well within reach.

3. Ryan Howard (SIL): Howard is 3rd in BRASSWorld in homers (49), 6th in RBI (110) and 4th in slugging percentage (.689). The rebuilding Sluggers might want to consider cloning their star player.

2. Chase Utley (WIL): The top second baseman in either league, Utley’s hitting .340/.404/.599 for a much improved Williamsburg squad.

1. David Ortiz (GCG): Defense shmefense. When you’ve totaled 71 homers and 156 RBI in five months, you’re the clear front-runner.

NL MVP
5. Frank Thomas (MON): 4th in homers (48), 3rd in RBI (124) and 5th in SLG (.682) but a league-leading 27 errors and fewer at-bats than other league leaders keeps him behind a few other contenders.

4. Roy Halladay (LPD): Yes, he’s a pitcher. But a pitcher who ranks 2nd in ERA (2.81) and gives up the fewest walks (1.08/9 IP) in a nearly neutral park while also tossing a league-leading 208.1 innings gets the nod here.
3. Miguel Cabrera (NOR): Only Lake Zurich has scored more runs than Northwoods among NL teams, and Cabrera is the biggest reason why. Only singles hitters Freddy Sanchez and Placido Polanco rank higher among NL batters in AVG (.356).
2. Manny Ramirez (LZS): The Gehrig to Pujols’ Ruth for a Lake Zurich squad under new management, Manny actually leads Pujols in OBP, getting on base at a .442 clip when he’s not cranking the ball out of the park.
1. Albert Pujols (LZS): If not for Big Papi, he’d have a great shot at the Triple Crown: .356 AVG (5th), 52 HR (2nd), 135 RBI (2nd).
AL Cy Young

3. Brandon Webb (GCG): He’s not in the league’s top 10 in ERA, but Webb’s great control (1.8 BB/9 IP) has allowed him to log just under seven innings a start, racking up a 14-3 record in a tough park for pitchers.
2. Johan Santana (WIL): Righty hitters already have fits in Williamsburg’s lopsided park. Now imagine going up against Johan Santana, owner of one of the biggest backward splits in the game. Ranked 7th in league ERA (3.13) and tied for 5th in strikeouts (178), it’s a case of the perfect pitcher in the perfect park for his talents.
1. John Lackey (GCG): Even in one of the friendliest home run parks in all of BRASSWorld, Lackey’s been great, running up a 19-3 record and a 3.39 ERA that even tops his 2006 MLB performance.

NL Cy Young

3. Mike Mussina (LPD): Leads all of BRASSWorld with a 2.71 ERA and also owns a sparkling 16-4 record. Good luck to anyone facing Halladay and Mussina in the BRASSWorld playoffs against Lafontaine Park.
2. Chris Carpenter (MON): His 18-3 record is second only to Lackey’s BRASSWorld-wide. Perhaps more impressively, Carpenter’s 5th in ERA (2.97) despite playing in Montreal’s home run haven home park. 

1. Roy Halladay (LPD): He’s already earned all his accolades in the MVP section, so let’s give a hat tip to his defense too: No elite BRASSWorld pitcher owns a lower K rate than Halladay (4.7 K/9 IP), yet he’s just off the league lead in ERA. Kudos to the guys behind him for turning all those balls in play into outs.
